S PIPE ORGANS GO,
the instrument that
resides in Occiden
tal's Herrick Memorial Chapel and Interfaith
Center is somewhat disc:rete. The console
sits off to the side, as it has since it arrived
from Buffalo, N.Y., in 1966, bathed in deli
cate light from the afternoon sun that filters
through the ornate stained glass window to
the west.
And, unlike so many organs that display
a vast array of pipes like a monumental holy
boast, the Herrick organ's pipes-all 3,275
of them, ranging from 16 feet high to the size
of a pencil-are hidden in cavities on either
side of the chapel behind an unadorned
white cloth facade.
Behind that cloth is a sight rarely seen.
Step through a narrow side door, and you
enter the cramped guts of the magnificent
beast. Towering wooden pipes, powerful
blowers, thin ladders, and scaffolding reach
ing three levels high, each lit only by a bare
incandescent bulb. It's a strange and slightly
anachronistic world back there.
But make no mistake, at 51, the Mildred
Miles Crew '45 Memorial Organ is still a liv
ing, breathing thing.
"Oh, it tells you it's alive, don't worry!"
says Manuel Rosales, president and tonal
director of Rosales Organ Builders. Rosales
has maintained the instrument, built by the
Schlicker Organ Co., off and on since 1973.
"When you've done a repair or some other
work and you fill the organ with air," he says,
"it comes alive and tells you right away if
you've done a good job."
Though the organ was rarely used for
some 15 years prior to its 50th birthday last
October, Rosales, in conjunction with Kevin
Cartwright of Cartwright Pipe Organ Co.,
undertook a major restoration on the neo
baroque-style instrument that was designed
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USC emeritus professor of organ Ladd Thomas '59,
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For a performer, he adds, one of the biggest chal
lenges was that the Thorne organ console was located in
the front righthand corner of the room, while the pipes
were all in the back. This distance created a delay be
tween pressing down a key and the sound reaching the
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Miles Crew '45, inset,
occasionally served as
organist for Student
Church services.

Of the multitude of sounds the instrument is capa
ble of making, a sigh of relief is not among them. But the
rich, breathtaking voice of the newly reborn Herrick
organ will speak volumes for years to come. m

Gilstrap profiled John Branca '72 ("Good Vibrations")
in the Winter issue.
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